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The factor of upturn in women’ s cyclists rate in the Showa 30" s (1955-1964)
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In order to break through the sluggish Japanese bicycle industry, it had started to develop a new consumer market in
1956. For those housewives in 20s who had not ridden bicycles at all in spite of their huge potential and capability.
Enterprises set their prices down and developed diverse designs and cclors, also produced high quality bicycles for
much easier riding. It was recommended for women to buy a bicycle for one of their bridal items.

As a result, it prompted men to use women’ s bicycles. The possession rate of women's bicycle went up from 14% in

1955 to 50% in 1964. The rate of women’ s cyclists in their 30s 50s increased 15 to 21 points.
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TFSAP—2Ea—BUh#] 1817 (3fk14) F~1870 (FHAE3)
History of Velocipede From Drais to Michaux 1817-1870

A short History of Velocipede from Drais to Michaux, 1817-1870.

This paper is largely based on my thesis in French and passed in front of the Ecole Pratique des Hautes
Etudes of the Sorbonne, Paris, in 1990: Histoire du Vélocipéde de Drais 2 Michaux, 1817-1870, Mythes
et réalités. Of course all interesting informations found after my thesis are added to this paper.
Until recent periode two books: Histoire générale de la vélocipédie, written by Louis Baudry de Saunier
in 1891 and Le vélo, € fils de France. » by Louis Bonneville in 1938, are believed and copied by almost
of bicycle historians. But in 1976 Jacques Seray discovered that Gélérifére was not an ancestor of the
velocipede but a horse carriage! His inventor was not Monsieur de Sivrac but a simple Mr. Sievrac! At
this year the modern bicycle history was really started.

Our research method is very classical: without documents and without the critical analysis of these
documents there will be no history.

Here we only speak of Velocipede or Hobby-Horse invented by the baron of Drais in 1817 which was presented
next year at the Jardin du Luxembourg, Paris, where about forty years later Michaux’ s velocipede will
be born circa 1861.

We will describe the evolution of the pedal velocipede, a very important part played by the Olivier
brothers, the ear |y tentative rear-drivenbicycles, the first cycle-races and the first cycle champions.
Then the sudden passing of the fashion at the end of 1869 which was the true reason for the slump in
the French cycle industry, far more than the 1870 war often given as responsible.

When Michaux’ s velocipede was very popular in France, Japan was very turbulent just before and during
Meiji Restoration. But Tokugawa Shogunate had a good relation with France. Tenshouin (Atsuhime) already
knew the sewing-machine and the photography. Maybe she could hear of the velocipede. We only hope that
this paper could help to better understand the Michaux’ s velocipede history before his arriving to
Japan and we also hope that the researches on bicycle history in our country, one of the biggest bicycle
country, would become much more active.
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